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crafts, the supporting pillars of Indian rural economy. Since a
study'of handicrafts is beyond the scope of this article, we will
merely take note of the fact that imports of cheap manufactured
goods had nearly destroyed the handicrafts and thus, in the absence
of any other occupation, forced the artisans to turn to land for
their livelihood.14 Most of these displaced persons had to
work as agricultural labourers.15 Now we shall draw attention to
cultivation.
With the introduction of British land settlements, the individual
cultivator, especially in the raiyatwari areas, was called upon to
pay a fixed sum of cash assessment. The cultivator "who had never
handled coin before in his life was required to pay to his government
twice a year a fixed sum of money—crop or no crop*'.16 If the culti-
vator failed to pay the revenue in time, his land was made subject
to forfeiture. In the early days, when cash crops, commercial
agriculture and circulation of money in the countryside had barely
begun to develop, the farmer, even though not poor otherwise, was
poor in pecuniary terms. As Colonel Sykes remarked about
conditions of people eighty to a hundred miles inland from
Bombay :17
There is no doubt, however, that the poverty complained
of is not the poverty of want. This poverty is pecuniary poverty
and it bears heavily on him in the relation in which he stands
to the government and his creditors. He cannot convert a super-
fluity of grain into money to pay his taxes to the former,
aad to fulfil even part of his engagements to the latter.
In pre-British India, as the Royal Commission on Agriculture
pointed out, "land had been practically unsaleable. Land was totally
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